PARLIAMENTARY   REPUBLIC
are not transferred, as in England, from one party to another.
Most Frenchmen who take an interest in politics see in it chiefly
a means of satisfying their feelings of sympathy or antipathy for
a general ideal. The elector takes small account of groups or even
of practical programmes; he votes for the candidate whose ten-
dency suits best his own political sentiments.
The French rule of election by an absolute majority on the first
ballot enables the elector, on the second ballot, to rally to the
candidate who seems to him most likely to defeat the tendency
which he most dislikes. This is the practice referred to by the
parties of the left in the phrase 'republican discipline.' Thus the
great mass of the electors naturally turns cither to the right,
towards a conservative policy tending to maintain the old order
of things, or else to the left, towards a policy of innovation, advo-
cated by what are called the 'advanced' groups and tending to
change the old order.
The formerly royalist parties of the right, which afterwards took
the name of 'Conservative', seek to maintain the old influences -
those of the great landed proprietors, the great industrialists, the
higher officials, the military, and the clergy. They used to have
the whole of the nobility and almost all the bourgeoisie in their
favour and recruited their electors mainly among those sections of
the population that had the habit of obedience; - in the small
towns among the smaller tradespeople enjoying the custom of the
rich families, and in the country districts among the peasants, who
were dependent upon the large landowners in material things or
else were in the habit of following the advice of their parish priest.
Their principal strength was in the parts most faithful to the
old customs: the west, part of the south-west, and among the
mountains.
As the right rallied to the Republic more and more, the parties
of the left, at first grouped under the name of Republicans, have
adopted new names, calling themselves 'Radicals' and afterwards
'Radical-Socialists' and 'Socialists'. They have struggled to
weaken the old influences and demanded a 'democratic* and
'secular5 policy (Idique), which meant chiefly secular education,
the reduction of military service, and reform of the law of direct
taxation. They recruited their electors among the clerks, shop-
• assistants, minor officials, workmen, and those of the lower classes
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